“l alwayswanted a
daughter; | just wasn't
thinking of Zhou Lin,"
says Swartz (painting
the toenails on Zhou
Lin's prosthetic feet).

€1t must
have been
my heart
talking. I
said, “I will
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help you

—Brecken Chinn Swartz

‘I Loved Her from
the Beginning’

When Brecken Swartz saw a badly burned girl in China, she didn't
know she might one day adopt her. But she did know she had to help

2004, radio producer Brecken Chinn
Swartz had already seen a good measure
of that country’s human suffering. But nothing
prepared her for the sight that met her amid a
sea of beggars outside a television station in
Beijing—a little girl with a pained gaze and two
useless, shriveled legs. “Our eyes met, and she
gave me a look of recognition,” says Swartz,
38. “It must have been my heart talking. I said,
Twill help you.'”
Against daunting odds, vast geography and
enormous cultural barriers, that is exactly what
Swartz has done. As she looks at the bright,

By the time of her eighth trip to China in
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healthy, now-14-year-old girl watching TV in
her living room in Maryland, the memory of
the journey that began in Beijing seems impos-
sible, except for one thing. Says Swartz: “I loved
her from the beginning.”

On that fateful day, Swartz, fluent in Man-
darin, learned that the little girl, named Zhou
Lin, had been badly burned nearly two years
before in her village in Sichuan province when
a kerosene lamp exploded in her family’s tiny
house. Zhou Lin's clothing caught fire. By the
time her father reached her, she was uncon-
scious, with third-degree burns over much of her
lower body. Zhou Lin's parents struggled to pay
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